




New GCSEs: 
Parent guide to 2017 results

New GCSEs are graded from 9 to 1, with 9 being the highest grade

The new grades signal that more challenging content has been studied

The new grades better differentiate between students’ abilities

English and maths are graded 9 to 1 this year. All others are A* to G

Fewer grade 9s are being awarded than A*s

Students who do not achieve a grade 4 or above in English and maths will 
need to continue to study these subjects

Employers, universities and colleges have been told that grade 4 is the 
nearest equivalent to a grade C

Ofqual has ensured that this year’s students have not been disadvantaged 
by being the first to take the new GCSEs

This table shows how the new 9 to 1 grades compare with A* to G
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