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As Year 11 students you will soon be revising for your GCSE examinations and already 

exploring Post 16 options. This is a very important stage of your educational journey if you 

want to progress and take that next step towards your chosen career. At Queenẫs Park High 

School, our Sixth Form provides a wealth of opportunities to further your studies. 

We pride ourselves on being an inclusive sixth form that provides a wide range of courses 

suited to the needs of our learners. 

Inside this booklet you will  nd detailed information about the courses which are on offer to 

students enrolled in the Sixth Form at Queenẫs Park High School in 2021-23. The information 

will tell you what you need to know about each course including content, structure, number of 

exams and assessment methods.    

Please read all of the information carefully so that you are making informed decisions. 

It is also very important to talk to subject specialists who can expand on this core information 

and who can answer any questions you may have. Please take full advantage of the advice 

and guidance opportunities available to you.  These are big decisions so do make sure that 

you ask anything and everything that comes to mind. 

Whether these courses will run depends on the number of students who opt for them, so 

please ensure your choice is taken into account by getting your enrolment forms in on time. 

Staff at Queenẫs Park High School are ready to support you through this decision making 

process and beyond.  

We very much look forward to working with you to develop your prospects in life beyond sixth 

form education. 

  

  

  

   

 

Mrs V Prydden 

Head of Sixth Form 
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¶ Art & Design  ¶ Information Technology *  

¶ 3D Design  ¶ Further Mathematics  

¶ Biology  ¶ Mathematics (A Level)  

¶ Chemistry  ¶ Mathematical Studies  

¶ Computer Science *  ¶ Mathematics (GCSE)  

¶ Criminology  ¶ Media Studies  

¶ Drama & Theatre Studies  ¶ Music (BTEC)  

¶ English Language (A Level)  ¶ Performing Arts  

¶ English Language (GCSE)  ¶ Photography  

¶ English Literature  ¶ Physics  

¶ Ethics, Philosophy 
& The Study of Religion 

 ¶ Psychology  

¶ French  ¶ Spanish  

¶ Geography  ¶ Sports Studies   

¶ History    

 * Please note only one of these courses will run dependent upon interest 



 

 

 

 

If you are an ideas person and you like creating things that are useful and visually appealing, then the 
art and design course could be the option for you. It will help you gain a greater understanding, 
appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts. We encourage lateral thinkers and creative problem-
solvers. 

 
 

Year 12 
 

Structured taught units of work to produce a series of sketchbooks and  nal pieces covering the four 
assessment objectives. Students will have the opportunity for experimentation and developing their 
own interests within the subject. This leads students towards establishing con dence for the full A 
Level in Year 13. 
 

Year 13 
 

Unit 1  
Personal Investigation - students develop their own interests and produce a sketchbook and  nal 
pieces of work covering four assessment objectives.  There is also a written research project of up to 
3000 words that runs alongside the practical aspect of the course. 

Unit 2  
Externally set assignment - students respond to a set question for a 15 hour exam after a period of 
research and investigation. Students produce a sketchbook and  nal pieces of work covering the four 
assessment objectives. 

 

Art and design encourages independent learning and transferable skills. Can you work collaboratively 
and have excellent communication skills? Draw till you drop. Practice, practice, practice. See as much 
art and design as you can. 
 

 

BA (Hons) degree in the creative arts and careers such as: artist, architect, teacher, designer, graphic 
arts, fashion, theatre design,  lm, museum curator, interior designer, animator, textile designer, arts 
administrator. 



 

 

 

 

Students who enjoy designing and making products. 
A Level 3D design helps students take a broad view of design, develop their capacity to research the 
work of designers in order to design and make products. They develop the awareness and 
appreciation of the complex relations between design, materials and technological processes. 

 

 
Year 12 
 

Structured taught units of work to produce a series of sketchbooks and  nal pieces covering the four 
assessment objectives. Students will have the opportunity for experimentation and developing their 
own interests within the subject. This leads students towards establishing con dence for the full A 
Level in Year 13. 
 

Year 13 
 

Unit 1  
Personal investigation - students develop their own interests and produce a sketchbook and  nal 
pieces of work covering four assessment objectives.  There is also a written research project of up to 
3000 words that runs alongside the practical aspect of the course. 

Unit 2  
Externally set assignment - students respond to a set question for a 15 hour exam after a period of 
research and investigation. Students produce a sketchbook and  nal pieces of work covering the four 
assessment objectives. 

 

A keen interest in developing design skills and demonstrating good practical skills in the workshop. 
An interest in IT skills to help design and be creative about designing and making.  

 

As a creative and expressive subject, which develops both independent and group learning skills, this 
subject can assist with students who would like to become designers, engineers, and often move on 
to university to study engineering or product design further.  



 

 

 

 

Have you have ever asked the question ẪHow do living things work?ẫ Biology deals with the 
fundamentals of life, how animals and plants are made and how they interact with each other to make 
up our environment.  

 
 

First year of A Level 

¶ Biological molecules 

¶ Cells 

¶ Organisms exchange substances with the environment 

¶ Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms 
  
Second year of A Level 

¶ Energy transfers in and between organisms 

¶ Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external environment 

¶ Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems 

¶ The control of gene expression 
 
You will complete three exams and each are two hours long.  

 

Good practical skills, numerical skills, problem solving, data interpretation, essay writing skills, 
independent worker, re ective learner.  

 

Biology links well with most A Level subjects and opens the doors to many university courses 
including biology, psychology, sports, medicine and anatomy. Studying A Level biology can lead to 
exciting careers in medicine, nursing, pharmacy, paramedics and veterinary science. 

This is a facilitating subject.  



 

 

 

 

A Level chemistry attempts to answer the big question Ẫwhat is the world made of?ẫ and it is the 
search for this answer that makes this subject so fascinating. From investigating how one substance 
can be changed drastically into another, to researching a new wonder drug to save millions of lives, 
the opportunities that chemistry provides are endless.  

 

A Level chemistry lasts two years, with exams at the end of the second year.  Throughout the two 
years you will be taught the three principles of chemistry: 

¶ Physical chemistry - including atomic structure, amount of substance, bonding, energetics, 
kinetics, chemical equilibrium and Le Chatelierẫs principle 

¶ Inorganic chemistry - including periodicity, Group 2 the alkaline earth metals, Group 7 the 
halogens 

¶ Organic chemistry - including introduction to organic chemistry, alkanes, halogenoalkanes, 
alkenes, alcohol and organic analysis 

Throughout the course you will carry out practical activities.  There is no coursework on this course. 
However, your performance during practicals will be assessed. There are three exams at the end of 
the two years for A Level, all of which are two hours long. At least 15% of the marks for A Level 
chemistry are based on what you learn in your practicals.  Many universities ask for a pass in the 
practical elements.  

 

Good practical skills, numeracy, critical thinker, wider reading around the topics studied data 
interpretation.  

 

According to bestcourse4me.com, the top  ve degree courses taken by students who have an A 
Level in chemistry are: chemistry, biology, pre-clinical medicine, mathematics, pharmacology 

Studying an A Level chemistry related degree at university gives you all sorts of exciting career 
options, including: analytical chemist, chemical engineer, clinical biochemist, pharmacologist, doctor, 
research scientist (physical sciences). 

This is a facilitating subject.  

  



 

 

 

 

Computer science has computational thinking at its core; thinking that provides solutions to problems, 
designs systems and recognises the nature of human and machine intelligence. This course is for 
students with a keen interest in problem solving, who seek a deeper understanding of the inner 
workings of computers and the programming techniques necessary to solve a myriad of complex 
problems.   

 

Year 12 content: 

¶ Fundamentals of programming 

¶ Fundamentals of data structures 

¶ Fundamentals of algorithms 

¶ Theory of computation 

¶ Fundamentals of data representation 

¶ Fundamentals of computer systems 

¶ Fundamentals of computer organisation 
and architecture 

Year 13 content: 

¶ Consequences of uses of computing 

¶ Fundamentals of communication and 
networking 

¶ Fundamentals of databases 

¶ Big Data 

¶ Fundamentals of functional programming 

¶ Systematic approach to problem solving 

Coursework: The non-exam element of the course involves applying the knowledge and skills gained 
through the course to solve or investigate a practical problem, demonstrating a systematic approach 
to problem solving. This is worth 20% of the  nal grade.   

 

Strong maths skills, critical thinking, data interpretation and determination to practice. Prior 
experience of coding languages is also desired.  

 

Common courses taken by students who have an A Level in computer science include computer 
science, engineering, economics and the sciences. Studying A Level computer science offers a range 
of different career options including: IT consultant, cyber security consultant, Information systems 
manager, database administrator, systems analyst, games developer.   

* Please note only computer science or information technology will run dependent upon interest.  



 

 

 

 

Students who are interested in developing a wide range of skills.  Those who are engaged by the 
following statement/questions: 
Not all types of crime are alike. What different types of crime take place in our society? How do we 
decide what behaviour is criminal? What is the difference between criminal behaviour and deviance?  
How do we explain why people commit crime? What happens to those who commit a crime? Why 
and how do we punish people? What organisations do we have in our society to control criminality?  

 

The Level 3 Diploma in criminology is made up of four mandatory units: 
Changing Awareness of Crime - students develop an understanding of different types of crime, 
in uences on perceptions of crime and why some crimes are unreported. 
Criminological Theories - enables students to gain an understanding of why people commit crime, 
drawing on what they have learned in Unit 1. Students explore the difference between criminal 
behaviour and deviance and the theories behind why people commit crime. 
Crime Scene to Courtroom - provides students with an understanding of the criminal justice system 
from the moment a crime has been identi ed to the verdict. They develop the understanding and skills 
needed to examine information in order to review the justice of verdicts in criminal cases. 
Crime and Punishment - students apply their understanding of the awareness of criminality, 
criminological theories and the process of bringing an accused to court in order to evaluate the 
effectiveness of social control to deliver criminal justice policy. 
The course is assessed through a combination of two written examinations, set and marked by 
WJEC, and two centre - marked controlled assessments.  

 

Students will need and develop a range of generic and transferable skills including independent 
learning and development, the ability to solve problems the skills of project-based research, 
development and presentation, the fundamental ability to work alongside other professionals, in a 
professional environment and the ability to apply learning in vocational contexts.  

 

An understanding of criminology is relevant to  many job roles within the criminal justice sector, 
including police of cers, probation and prison of cers, and social workers. With their critical thinking, 
analytical and communication skills, criminology graduates are also attractive to employers outside 
the criminal justice sector in areas such as social research and politics. The Level 3 Diploma in 
criminology has elements of psychology, law and sociology that complement studies in humanities 
and the skills developed are transferable to a wide range of courses and careers.  



 

 

 

 

Students who are interested in drama and theatre in performance, both on stage and backstage. 
Anyone who is interested in using imagination and creativity inspire, entertain and educate others 
and, future leaders of teams who wish to develop their leadership skills.  

 

Year 12 

Component 2 (Preparation): 
Exploration and Performance - a group performance of a carefully selected text, presented for an 
invited audience. 

Component 1: 
Devising - a performance based on a studies text and theatre practitioner. 
  
Year 13 

Component 2 (Assessment): 
Text in Performance - students will produce a group performance of a text, and a monologue/
duologue. 

Component 3: 
A written examination and asks students to write a theatre review and describe a concept for a 
performance on stage of a set text.  

 

Willingness to push the boundaries of self, challenge perceptions and desire to open up to other 
cultures, beliefs and ideologies.Creativity, imagination and commitment are an absolute must!  

 

As a creative subject this course opens up many opportunities in all sorts of careers. It can, of course, 
be used to access drama and performance related higher education courses. Alumni working in the 
performing arts industry and have attended LIPA, the Arden School and other acting colleges.  



 

 

 

 

Students who are interested in the ways that language works. This subject enables students to 
understand the mechanics of the English language: from key grammatical concepts to the reasons 
why children learn to read, write and speak. 
 
This course offers a range of fascinating subjects for exploration.  

 

 
Students studying for the A Level will study three units: 
  
Unit 1: Language and the Individual - assessed by external examination 
  
Unit 2: Language, Diversity and Change - assessed by external examination 
  
Unit 3: Coursework unit  
 

 

The key pre-requisite to studying this subject is a passion for language and a thirst to know more 
about it. Throughout the course you will need to demonstrate the ability to master new concepts and 
then be able to apply them.  

 

Students who study English language go on to a variety of career paths and higher education routes. 
The transferable skills that students develop will prepare them for careers in a diverse range of areas 
from teaching to journalism.  



 

 

 

 

 

Students who wish to improve their GCSE English grade. 
You should be interested in reading a variety of texts from different time periods, as well as writing for 
a range of audiences and purposes. 
  

 

 
Two examination papers 50% each. 
  
Reading and writing assessed in both. 
 
 

 

 
A good grasp of reading and writing skills including basic literacy. Full commitment to the course. A 
willingness to read texts independently. Ability to write creatively and accurately.  

 

 
GCSE English is an essential quali cation for most careers, college and university courses.  


