
Doctorate, for example Doctor of Philosophy (PhD or DPhil)
Level 8 Awards, Certificates and Diplomas

Master’s Degree, for example Master of Arts (MA), Master of Science (MSc)
Postgraduate Certificate, Certificate in Education (PGCE) and Diploma
Level 7 Awards, Certificates and Diplomas
Level 7 National Vocational Qualification (NVQ)

Degree with Honours
Graduate Certificate or Diploma
Level 6 Awards, Certificates and Diplomas
Level 6 National Vocational Qualification (NVQ)
Ordinary Degree (without Honours)

Diploma of Higher Education (DipHE)
Foundation Degree
Higher National Diploma (HND)
Level 5 Awards, Certificates and Diplomas
Level 5 National Vocational Qualification (NVQ)

Certificate of Higher Education (CertHE)
Higher National Certificate (HNC)
Level 4 Awards, Certificates and Diplomas
Level 4 National Vocational Qualification (NVQ)

A and AS Levels
T Level
International Baccalaureate Diploma
Level 3 Awards, Certificates and Diplomas
Level 3 National Certificate or Diploma
Level 3 National Vocational Qualification (NVQ)

GCSE - grades 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4 
Level 2 Awards, Certificates and Diplomas
Level 2 National Certificate or Diploma
Level 2 Essential Skills and Functional Skills
Level 2 National Vocational Qualification (NVQ)

GCSE - grades 3, 2, 1
Level 1 Awards, Certificates and Diplomas
Level 1 Essential Skills and Functional Skills
Level 1 National Vocational Qualification (NVQ)

Entry level Awards, Certificates and Diplomas 
Entry level English for speakers of other languages (ESOL)
Entry level Essential Skills and Functional Skills
Skills for Life
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Traineeship

Traineeship

                Most qualifications have a difficulty level.
The higher the level, the more difficult the qualification is.
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